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Heathrow pod update 

Å Now an established member of Heathrow transport offering 

Å Has carried 1.2m passengers 

Å Vehicles have travelled over 2.5m driverless kilometres 

Å 26066 hours of operation since opening. 

Å Saves over half a million tonnes of CO2 and removed over 200,000 bus journeys 

 



Is Urban Important? 
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Å50% + world population live in 
urban areas 

ÅThe challenges associated with 
managing urban areas have 
increased in scope and complexity. 

ÅManaging urban areas one of the 
most important challenges of the 
twenty first century. 

Is urban important? 

Figures from UN 2014  
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ÅSmarter cities need more 
adaptable & flexible solutions. 

ÅPodcar technology designed 
principally for urban 
environments. 

ÅPodcar/ATN technology is no 
longer a concept but a reality 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why will podcars be important? 
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Urban Issues? 
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Podcar Solution: 

ÅPodcars remove vehicles from 
the existing transport network. 

ÅRemoving vehicles improves 
other forms of public transport 
that are reliant on the road 
network. 

ÅEfficient last mile connectivity 
via podcar improves propensity 
to use public transport 

 

 

Problem: Congestion 
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Podcar Solution: 

ÅExisting and future systems use 
small lightweight electric 
vehicles 

ÅThe very idea of personal rapid 
transit is economically friendly 

ÅLow external noise 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Problem: Environmental Concerns 
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Podcar Solution: 

ÅPodcars offer flexibility and 
adaptability 

ÅLightweight infrastructure, not 
obtrusive and can conform 
with public space 

ÅDisruption minimised in the 
construction of podcar 
systems. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Problem: Space Restrictions 

  Train                Podcar              Bus 
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Podcar Solution: 

ÅOn-demand, direct, personal 

ÅPredictable and reliable 

ÅComfortable and secure 

ÅPublic transport that people 
enjoy. 

 

 

 

 

 

Problem: Passenger Service Issues 
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Twitter Feedback 
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Future Urban Applications? 
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PRT in Florianopolis, Brazil 
Contacted by Brazilian company Brasell last 
year 
-Looking for innovative urban transport 
solutions 
-Identified Ultra through their research from 
website 

Will improve the mobility of the population 
and reduce travel time between the Mainland 
and the Island. 
 


